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President’s Corner 
Sean (K4KBK) 

 

73, Sean, K4KBK 

As I write this column, I note that tomorrow is Veteran’s Day.  For all of the 

Veteran’s in our club and their families, Thank You for your service and your 

continuing contributions to our efforts!  We are also moving towards the 

closeout of another successful year for the Alexandria Radio Club.  Friday, 

November 14th is our next monthly meeting and by convention, our election 

night.  Please plan to attend the meeting and vote in next year’s elected 

Don Lewis-KI4D taught radio basics 

to Scouts at a Jamboree on the Air 

event, Oct. 18, (Story below.) 



leadership.  As in prior years, all voting will be conducted in person at our 

regular meeting location at the Alexandria Police Dept, 3600 Wheeler Ave, 

Alexandria, VA.  Additionally, I will be circulating an ARRL nomination form 

to support the election of Mike Aimone, WA8AHZ, for VA Section Manager 

replacing Jack Smith, KE4LWT, whose term ends 31 March 2026.  To sign the 

nomination form, you must be full ARRL member with an active membership.  I 

strongly recommend that we get behind Mike’s nomination and election to the 

VA Section Manager position.  A list of Mike’s accomplishments and 

contributions to Amateur Radio are too numerous to list here but having worked 

directly with Mike on several of his projects, I can assure you that he is clearly 

the best man for the job.  

Despite the government shutdown, we managed to successfully support the 2025 

Marine Corp Marathon.  Early reports from the operators indicate that the 

event went off as planned with no significant defects.  A summary of the event 

from a radio support perspective will be forthcoming from the committee once 

all the survey data is collected and processed.   

Also completed in October was the Joint JOTA/POTA event at the Columbia 

Island Marina.  Thanks to Gary, KC5QCN, Don, KI4D, and the rest of the 

team that conducted this successful event supporting the Scouts and Amateur 

Radio.  Details and pictures of this event are included in a separate section of 

this newsletter for your viewing pleasure. 

Later this month, we will celebrate Thanksgiving.  In order to allow everyone 

more family time, our Net Control Chair, Bryan, WD4ADF, has suspended our 

weekly club nets for that week.  The regular nets will resume the first week of 

December so get your names on Bryan’s list to capture one of the net control 

operator slots and we’ll see you down the log.   

In last month’s column, I discussed the Club’s efforts to move to a tax 

free/donor friendly tax status with the IRS.  While we didn’t actually vote to 

approve the changes required in our Articles of Incorporation, the Club did vote 

to “empower the board of directors/elected officers to pursue incorporation as a 

nonprofit organization and seek recognition as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 

charitable organization.”  While the majority of the club members understand 

and support this effort, there are some additional details regarding the voting 

process that need to be discussed.  This information has been forwarded to the 

Board for further discussion at an upcoming Board meeting.  The outcome of 

those discussions will be provided to the membership as they are available. 

Not much to report on the City front.  Construction has begun to remodel City 

Hall so I imagine that has kept them all very busy.  Of note, the construction 

period is scheduled to last over 2 years so many standing events like the parades 



that ordinarily use the space in and around City Hall for their activities are being 

reprogrammed to different routes.  We will update you as more details become 

available on the impact to the George Washington Birthday Parade and the St. 

Patrick’s Day Parade routes. 

In December, we will have our Club Christmas Party.  This year we will be 

using a new venue, Aldo’s Italian Kitchen, 2850 Eisenhower Ave, Alexandria, 

and I anticipate that it will be a first-class event.  I will forward the menu that the 

owner is preparing for us so you can get an idea of what culinary delights await 

you.  While I anticipate that we will have sufficient room for all that want to 

attend, we will be putting out an RSVP call to get an idea on our numbers and 

what food selections are desired from our special menu.   

Lastly, for those of you that may be interested, Rohde and Schwarz, a prominent 

test gear manufacturer, is hosting a no-cost, full day seminar on radio frequency.  

Topics covered will include a refresh on RF basics and then proceed through a 

discussion of transmission characteristics, signal models, thermal noise, & phase 

noise. Following the presentations, the Rohde and Schwarz staff will 

demonstrate the concepts presented with live demonstrations of RF component 

measurements.  Learning objectives include basic RF and signal characteristics, 

transmission characteristics and modulation, best practices for testing RF 

components and essential measurement setups.   

The event date is 20 Nov 2025 from 9AM-4PM at the Holiday Inn Express & 

Suites Lexington Park-California, 45260 Abell House Ln, California, MD  

20619.  The event is complementary with lunch and refreshments provided. 

I have attended a couple of these sessions when they were hosted in Fairfax and 

they are first rate. 

Well, that’s all I have for you for now.  See you on the 14th. 

 

 

 

Alexandria Radio Club Date Book 
Coming Events 

Friday, November 14: Meeting & Leadership Election, Alexandria Police Dept, 

3600 Wheeler Ave, Alexandria 

Friday, December 12: Christmas Party, Aldo’s Italian Kitchen, 2850 

Eisenhower Ave, Alexandria    



Member News 

Remembering Al Zodun, K4ZB, Silent Key 

Al Zodun, K4ZB, passed away unexpectedly on October 5, 2025. His obituary 

is available at https://www.moneyandking.com/obits/albert-nicholas-zodun/. The 

Club held a moment of silence for Al at our October meeting. 

Welcome New Member 

Peter Hlywiak joined the Club in late October. He passed his Technician license 

exam on October 5 and is awaiting a call sign pending the reopening of the 

federal government.  

 

JOTA Event at Columbia Island Marina 

The Alexandria Radio Club (ARC) joined members of 

the Arlington Amateur Radio Club (AARC) and the 

Pentagon Amateur Radio Club (PARC) in hosting a 

Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) radio operating event on 

Saturday October 18, 2025, at Columbia Island Marina 

along the Potomac River adjacent to the Pentagon. 

Jamboree on the Air, the largest Scouting event in the 

world, takes place annually during the third weekend of 

October to mentor Boy Scouts of all ages in the art and 

skill of amateur radio. This global operating event allows 

Boy Scouts to use amateur radio to connect with hams 

around the world. 

Club members set up portable operating gear, erected 

vertical and wire antennas, and made HF radio contacts 

with JOTA stations located around the United States, in addition to sending and 

receiving email messages over radio via Winlink. Voice and digital amateur 

radio operations were conducted from picnic tables set up along the water’s edge 

under the shade trees along the Potomac River. A free amateur radio exam 

session was held for Technician class, General class, and Amateur Extra class. 

Don Lewis, KI4D, taught a radio technology class to help several Scouts with 

Radio Merit Badge requirements). Two Scouts earned the Radio Merit Badge 

and one Scout partially completed the badge.  

 

 

Gary Sessums-KC5QCN, Ian 

Keith-N8IK, and Josh Brown-

KQ4LEV discussed the plan for 

the day. 

https://www.moneyandking.com/obits/albert-nicholas-zodun/


Marine Corps Marathon 

Twelve members of the Alexandria Radio Club (ARC) served with the radio 

communication team at the 50th annual Marine Corps Marathon, October 26, 

2025. Arriving well before dawn, operators set up antennas and radios at stations 

along the route, prepared to contact emergency responders or other officials in 

case of problems. ARC members have participated in the Marathon for many 

years and consider their role as one of the highlights of their public service 

activities.  

This year’s team: Alex-KO4ZMC, Andrew-KI4THF, Austin-KQ4ZCO, Eric-

KI4BXU, Gary-KC5QCN, Ian-N8IK, Joe P-KT3I, Meghan-KC7MOC, 

Sandy-KQ4DNE, Sean-K4KBK, Skip-KO2THF, and Wade-KK1ZZ.  

 

 

 

 

(Left) Runners pass the station where Sandy-KQ4DNE had established his radio set-up. (Right) Sandy 

surveys the field with a Marine. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian-N8IK’s set up in Aid Station 8. 

(Left) Sean-K4KBK and (right) 

Gary-KC5QCN were near the 

finish line. 

PLEASE USE OUR REPEATERS 

 

Club Repeaters: 147.315+ (PL 107.2), 444.6+ (PL107.2), 224.82– 

(PL107.2), 53.130– (PL107.2) 927.600 (–25Mhz, PL107.2), and 

1282.600– (PL 107.2), DSTAR 145.380Mhz, 442.060+, and 1284.600–; 

DMR 442.4125 +5Mhz Color Code 1. 



ARES 
Joe Kalfa (KD2HZG) 

Hello Everyone. I apologize for the lack of 

communication from ARES. There’s not a whole 

lot going on with ARES as most EmComm 

functions have been taken on by the club 

leadership.  

 

I was asked to do a quick discussion on antennas for the ARC-SHORTS each 

month with a focus on EmComm, and this month we will be discussing the 

Alpha Auto Match, found here at their website. 

https://www.alphaantenna.com/product-category/accessories/alpha-matches/ 

I’ve brought these out to our Winter Field Days and Field Days for the last 

couple years as a demonstration, but I really can’t advocate enough for having 

one of these in your kit. They are matching network that works to create an 

antenna with a less than 3:1 VSWR before using an internal or external tuner.  

I have tested these extensively with both “random wire” and “half wave” lengths 

of wire and had pretty fantastic results that have either outperformed a properly 

cut EFHW or tuned EFRW or come very close. Depending on the model you 

buy you can also attach a 3/8-24 threaded whip and create a vertical antenna that 

performs almost identically to any bottom- or center-loaded coil system 

(Chameleon MPAS, Buddy Stick, Wolf River Coil, or MP1C). These are 

REALLY versatile matching networks. They can utilize radials on both the 

driven and ground side to change propagation characteristics but do not require 

them with most applications. They can also be hooked to chain-link fences, 

gutters, abandoned ground and low voltage cabling, and basically any other 

conductive material to create an antenna with a suitable match for EmComm 

(your mileage may vary with regards to actual radiated power and take-off 

angle).  

Alpha antennas kits are pretty costly, so I always tell people to buy just the Auto 

Match itself and build the rest of the kit around what you need. There are a few 

different sizes and weights based on what you will be primarily using it for, but 

again, these are really versatile pieces of gear for any EmComm or FEA kit.  

73, Joe, KD2HZG 

 

https://www.alphaantenna.com/product-category/accessories/alpha-matches/


EmComm Division 
Stex Fonda (K4IEW) 

The Enduring Resilience: Amateur Radio’s Role in the 

Future of Emergency Communications 

The landscape of disaster response communications is nowadays more 

sophisticated than ever. Municipalities, governmental agencies, and 

humanitarian associations now invest heavily in complex, dedicated 

infrastructure, ranging from robust proprietary digital trunking systems and 

commercial satellite networks to resilient fiber-optic backbones. In this era of 

ubiquitous, interconnected communication technology, the role of Amateur 

Radio—a service largely dependent on volunteer operators using non-

commercial, self-supported equipment—is often questioned. However, a critical 

analysis reveals that the very complexity and centralization of modern 

systems underscore the continuing, and arguably increasing, strategic value 

of the decentralized, autonomous nature of Ham Radio as the ultimate layer 

of resilience. 

Contemporary communication systems are built for efficiency and speed, but 

their fundamental design makes them inherently vulnerable to large-scale, 

catastrophic failure. Modern networks rely on fixed infrastructure: power grids, 

commercial switching centers, tall towers, and terrestrial relays. When a major 

disaster strikes—such as an earthquake, a widespread wildfire, or a sustained 

power outage—these single points of failure multiply. Cellular networks often 

become saturated by panic traffic, rendering them useless for critical command-

and-control functions. Dedicated government and corporate networks, while 

more robust, still depend on relays that can be physically damaged or taken 

offline by lack of commercial power. 

The essential flaw is reliance on external utilities. If the local power grid fails for 

days or if the physical connectivity (fiber or copper) is severed, the 

sophisticated, multi-million-dollar systems collapse. Disasters consistently 

demonstrate that when the structured world of high-tech connectivity vanishes, 

what remains is the need for simplicity, autonomy, and the ability to operate 

“off-grid.” 

Amateur Radio addresses this vulnerability by offering capabilities that 

modern systems cannot easily replicate: independence, flexibility, and 

technical expertise. 

First and foremost is autonomy. Ham Radio operators can deploy rapidly, often 

using portable equipment powered by generators, batteries, or solar energy. 

Their operation is independent of the commercial power grid, the internet 

backbone, and established fixed-site infrastructure. This grants them the freedom 



to establish a reliable link from the exact point of disaster to the nearest 

functioning command center, regardless of the destruction in between. 

Secondly, Ham Radio possesses unique long-haul capabilities. While most 

municipal radios operate in the VHF/UHF bands (limited to line-of-sight), 

licensed radio amateurs have access to the High-Frequency (HF) bands. By 

leveraging the ionosphere to bounce signals thousands of miles, HF radio can 

bypass devastated areas entirely and establish communication links across 

regions, countries, or continents. This capability is vital for reaching regional or 

national emergency coordination centers when all local terrestrial routes are 

severed. 

Crucially, the Ham Radio community provides not just equipment, but 

skilled technical operators. Unlike personnel merely trained to operate push-to-

talk radios, licensed radio amateurs are required to understand radio theory, 

antenna design, propagation, and troubleshooting. This technical proficiency 

allows them to improvise antennas, repair broken equipment, or construct 

makeshift repeaters in the field—a level of practical, on-the-spot technical 

resilience that makes them invaluable when formalized repair crews cannot 

reach the affected area. 

While the technological capability of Amateur Radio remains unparalleled in 

catastrophic scenarios, the most significant threat to its future role is not 

technological redundancy but demographic decline. Across many developed 

nations, the Ham Radio community is aging, and radio clubs are struggling to 

attract and retain younger members. For digital natives accustomed to the 

instantaneous gratification of cellular and internet communication, the process of 

studying for a radio license and mastering the technical skills—antenna theory, 

electronics, propagation—can seem daunting or outdated. 

This lack of interest among younger generations poses a severe risk to the 

entire emergency communication ecosystem. As the current generation of 

technically proficient operators ages out, the core competency that makes Ham 

Radio indispensable—the ability to improvise, repair, and operate sophisticated 

systems off-grid—is eroding. Without a fresh influx of dedicated volunteers and 

technical minds, the “ultimate layer of resilience” could become increasingly 

fragile. The challenge for radio clubs and sponsoring organizations is therefore 

not merely to survive, but to actively adapt: shifting the perception of the hobby 

from a voice-only system to a cutting-edge platform for satellite communication, 

digital data transfer, and software-defined radio, thereby securing the skilled 

human capital necessary to operate when all else fails. 

The future role of Amateur Radio is not as a primary communication system 

but as an essential, mandatory, and integrated contingency layer within the 

overall disaster management framework. 



Ham Radio is increasingly integrating modern digital modes to enhance its 

capacity. Systems like Winlink, which sends email-like messages over radio 

waves, allow for the transfer of crucial data—damage assessment forms, patient 

manifests, or supply requests—with low bandwidth consumption. This shifts the 

Ham Radio function beyond mere voice relay to critical data transfer, a function 

far more sophisticated than simple reporting. 

Furthermore, Ham Radio operators are deeply embedded in training and 

emergency planning. They participate in routine drills that test their 

interoperability with official agencies. Their function is therefore formalized as 

the designated, non-commercial communication asset to be activated 

immediately when primary systems fail. 

In conclusion, the sophisticated networks of municipalities and associations are 

the muscles of modern emergency communication, offering high capacity during 

localized, manageable events. However, the Ham Radio community is the 

skeleton and nervous system—the decentralized, resilient framework that 

maintains structural integrity when the muscles fail. As communities face 

increasing threats from climate change and geopolitical instability, and as the 

community works to overcome its demographic hurdles, the need for 

communication channels that can operate entirely independent of the electrical 

grid, the internet, and fragile terrestrial infrastructure has never been greater. The 

enduring resilience, technical prowess, and systemic independence of Amateur 

Radio confirm its role not as a relic of the past, but as a cornerstone of the future 

of truly reliable emergency communications. 

So what can we do to try to reverse this trend? I must admit I’ve always admired 

the perseverance of many Club members in showing up with genuine 

enthusiasm at every opportunity, bringing their equipment to public events, and 

trying to convey their passion to those who approach timidly, perhaps still 

fascinated by a technology that seems outdated but is ultimately timeless. I don’t 

think there are any winning recipes. The challenge is truly generational, but 

drawing on the reflections and suggestions of several friends and colleagues at 

the Club, I glimpse a possible roadmap, which, however, also requires the 

support of local institutions and schools, the true pool where we can spark 

interest in radio and its applications. I’m part of the generation of children who 

were amazed to hear their father’s voice from miles away at work; it was a 

connection that went beyond the airwaves. Today, we need to offer more, be in 

step with the times. 

The possible key to revitalizing a radio club and ensuring its preparedness 

role is to bridge the gap between traditional Ham Radio and the digital 

interests of the younger generation. Recruitment must focus less on 

communication history and more on cutting-edge, hands-on technology and 

meaningful community contribution. 



Young people are digital natives who see technology as networking and data 

processing. Radio clubs must reframe Ham Radio as the ultimate hands-on 

STEM activity (Software Defined Radio, digital modes, workshops on 

telemetry, Sat technologies, focusing on building and experimentation rather 

than just voice communication). Do we have the means? the resources? the 

access? 

I joined the club one year ago and I immediately found a patrol of die-hard 

enthusiasts willing to share Antenna Building Workshops, ideas for an effective 

Go-Box Construction and so many mentors. 

There are schools of thought that argue that to overcome the resistance of 

younger people, discouraged by the barrier of one or more exams, we should 

provide an Entry Class where registration is sufficient. I’m very torn. Radio is 

also discipline, it’s about distinguishing yourself by improving yourself starting 

from the basics, allowing yourself to be infected by the radio spirit of other radio 

amateurs with whom you can exchange experiences and share new equipment. I 

received all this in a year, proving that the Club is there. It’s healthy. 

What I have in mind is to 

encourage school classes or 

Scout patrols to “Shadowing” 

during public events, assigned 

to an operator during low-

stress public service events 

(e.g., charity marathons, bike 

tours, local parades). The recent 

JOTA event for Scouts 

(pictured) is a good example. 

This might provide real-world experience handling traffic and procedures 

without the pressure of an actual disaster. Or tailor short and realistic emergency 

communication drills with local government or the Red Cross, giving to young 

operators or shadow assistants critical roles, not just relegated to background 

tasks, demonstrating their immediate value. Consistently emphasize the narrative 

that Ham Radio operates when the “internet is down,” because that’s when 

people in trouble remember ham radio folks. Tie all training back to the core 

mission: saving lives and supporting the community when all commercial 

systems fail. 

The proliferation of very well-organized associations for Community 

Preparedness is taking away resources. We must not compete with each other; 

we must try to be complementary. 

73, Stex (K4IEW) 

 



Activities and Events  
 

Contests/QSO Parties:  

• Nov. 16, FISTS Sunday Sprint. https://www.fistsna.org// 

• Nov. 23, North American SSB Sprint Contest. https://ssbsprint.com 
(Selected from ARRL Contests Calendar http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar) 

 

 

 

Special Events:  

• Dec. 1-11, 1300-2200Z, W2W Pearl Harbor Day Commemoration. 
Amateur Radio Club of the National Electronics Museum (ARCNEM), 
Hunt Valley, MD. http://www.ww-2.us 

• Dec. 7, 1700Z-2200Z, Pearl Harbor Remembrance, USS Wisconsin on 
the air, N4WIS. Norfolk, VA. https://n4wis.org/ 

• Dec. 13, 1700Z-2359Z, Pearl Harbor Day Remembrance, NI6IW. San 
Diego, CA, USS Midway Museum Ship. 14.320, 7.250, 14.070 PSK31 
DSTAR on Papa System Repeaters. https://www.qrz.com/db/ni6iw  

• Dec. 13, 1430Z-2200Z, Ike’s Atoms for Peace Anniversary, K3S. Port of 
Baltimore, MD. Nuclear Ship Savannah Amateur Radio Club. 
https://www.qrz.com/db/K3S 

(Selected from ARRL Special Events Calendar https://www.arrl.org/special-

event-stations) 

 

Next Meeting 
 

Friday, November 14, 1900 hours, at the Community Room at the 

Alexandria Police Headquarters Building, 3600 Wheeler Avenue. Business: 

Election of Officers for 2026. 

Last Meeting 

 
Date:  October 10, 2025 

Time:  1900 hours 

Location: Community Room at the Alexandria Police Headquarters 

Building, 3600 Wheeler Avenue 

 

https://www.fistsna.org/
https://ssbsprint.com/
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar
http://www.ww-2.us/
https://n4wis.org/
https://www.qrz.com/db/ni6iw
https://www.qrz.com/db/K3S
https://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations
https://www.arrl.org/special-event-stations


Meeting Minutes recorded by Robert Crumley, KO4ZIK, Vice President 

 
Sean, K4KBK, called the meeting to order at 1902 hrs. All participants provided name and 

call sign, see attached sign in sheet. 

Gary, KC5QCN, opened up discussion on the night’s vote (whether to allow the club’s 

officers and board members to pursue non-profit status).  This vote was not to decide on 

the changes to the By-Laws or Articles of Incorporation, but to allow the club leadership to 

work towards making those changes and eventually vote for those changes at a later date.  

This vote was not to change any governance documents at this time.  Club will seek legal 

advice on what is necessary per Virginia law to obtain the required 2/3 membership vote.  

Does the law require 2/3 of entire membership or 2/3 of those present as long as there is a 

quorum? 

Rick, N4ASX, asked why not seek the alternative solution of 501.c.7 vice 501.c.3?  Sean, 

K4KBK, responded that such designation does not allow for in-kind donations or ability to 

write off donations. Joe, KD2HZG, asked if the club was an S-Corp, to which Ian, N8IK, 

stated that club is a C-Corp.   

Don, KI4D, made a motion to allow club leadership to pursue non-profit status, seconded by 

Andrew, KI4THF.  Aaron, K6HLC, asked about costs for legal advice; Don, KI4D, stated 

that it was voted on and placed in the budget for up to $600 to be used for legal advice for the 

move towards non-profit status.   

Jack, W4JJ, asked if his paraphrasing of the motion was correct, which was to allow 

leadership to pursue non-profit status and that there would be a future vote on Articles of 

Incorporation and/or By-laws once they were amended for membership vote. 

Rick, N4ASX, stated that if we pursue non-profit status, there is quite a bit of documentation 

that would need to be drafted or amended. He also stated that in the past, all the money from a 

SK went to the family, which caused us to be taxed on income we never kept. He also stated 

that if we were to take in grant money, there is quite a bit of stipulations and requirements that 

would have to be met, including maintaining the proper documentation, showing that club is 

completing what is required per the grant and have to be available at all times for audit/review 

purposes.   

Don, KI4D, explained that the money from taxable donations and SK estate help can be 

retained by the club. He also explained that overhead and events supported by the club, such 

as Winter Field Day, Field Day, and parade support are all public service events that meet the 

requirements of a non-profit organization and support the public service aspect of the club.  

Richard, KW4UJ, stated that he has been the Treasurer of a non-profit organization, the 

Dunn Loring Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department for over 38 years.  There is a 

requirement to maintain clean and up-to-date records, but that it is not difficult if the club 

maintains the proper records, and accounts for all money in and out via the proper means. Ian, 

N8IK, stated that one problem is the term limits of the Treasurer.  This type of record keeping 

requires longer term limits, especially when there are few members willing to step up and take 

a leadership role within the club.  Skip, KO2THF, mentioned that his wife works for a non-

profit and that this size of an organization is not that difficult to manage as compared to larger 

organizations and that there are many similar clubs in the area that are the same and it is super 



simple to manage. Sean, K4KBK, stated that 42 clubs within the Commonwealth are already 

non-profits, some born that way while others made the conversion. 

Joe, KD2HGZ, mentioned that we need to change term limits to allow for better management 

of our required records, for both the Secretary and Treasurer. 

Aaron, K6HLC, summarized that need to vote to pursue, then make a motion for funds 

expenditure, then vote on governance document changes.  Rick, N4ASX, stated that the legal 

advice to do this could take up most of the club’s finances. 

At this time, all members’ status was cleared by the Treasurer to ensure members in good 

standing were voting on the motion.  Vote was 18 for, 3 against, motion/vote passed. 

Next, a motion was brought up by Aaron, K6HLC, to expend no more than the budged $600 

for legal advice on what constitutes the required 2/3 membership vote.  Seconded by Skip, 

KO2THF.  Motion passed.   

Held a moment of silence for Al Zodon, K4ZB, who passed away recently.   

Members were recognized for their participation in the recent City of Alexandria’s Tons of 

Trucks event and the National Preparedness Presentation by the city.   

This year’s Christmas Party will be held 12 December at 1800 at Aldo’s Italian Kitchen in 

Alexandria.  

Next month’s meeting will be for the election of next year’s leadership team.  Nominations 

are currently being accepted by Gary, KC5QCN, and Sandy, KQ4DNE.  Members can 

email them with either self-nominations or nominating another member, with that member’s 

approval/acceptance. 

Richard, KW4UJ, presented the Treasurer’s report.  

 

Retention/Recruiting: Several people who stopped by the Tons of Truck’s booth expressed 

interest in Amateur Radio.  Also, several members’ memberships have lapsed.  KO4ZIK will 

be emailing them to remind them of renewing membership. 

PIO, Jan, KB2LRX, spoke of ARC Shorts and any items you wanted to highlight, send to 

him and he will include the info.  There will be a Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) event for the 

Boy Scouts of America, on 18 Oct at the Columbia Island Marina from 0800-1600.  There 

will be an opportunity for people to take their exams if needed.  Don, KI4D, stated that this 

event helps the Boy Scouts get their Radio Merit Badges and please help if available. Gary, 



KC5QCN, explained that the club has also helped a similar group called the Trail Life USA 

(Trailsmen), that also has a need for Radio instruction.   

ARES: Joe, KD2HZG, explained that with the quiet hurricane season, there have not been 

many hurricane nets, but will advise if one comes up.  Also explained that there is an 

upcoming JS8Call QSO Party.  If anyone wants to complete any EmComm Training in the 

city, he asks for at least 3 people to participate. He also asked that if you are interested in 

APRS, there is a good 6M APRS Gateway/Net on the Pentagon that has good coverage for the 

area.   

Stex, K4IEW, recently completed ICS-400 with Sandy, KQ4DNE helping him set up with 

DEMS.   

This fall’s Tech class was cancelled due to only 2 participants. 

Richard, KW4UJ, stated that he will be doing an overhaul of the website.  If anyone has 

anything to add, please let him know.   

There will be a couple of upcoming special nets:  6M on 11 Oct at 0930 and 10M on 25 Oct at 

1000. 

Still looking for a lead for Field Day 2026. Need to look for a place to conduct Winter Field 

Day since Joe, KT3I, may not be able to secure us Station 210, as he has in the past as he is 

departing the Fire Department and his access allows us to get our antennas up and operational.  

Sean, K4KBK, stated that our inventory amounts to about $35K in items, but to replace it all 

may be up $75K.   

With the upcoming elections, if anyone is interested in a position and its requirements, they 

can ask the incumbent for information.   

Marine Corps Marathon can still use help with Amateur Radio needs.  See the website for 

info.  Stex, K4IEW, recently attended a meeting where a Two Star General was aware of 

Amateur Radio involvement and was monitoring the situation. 

Motion was made by adjourn at 2040 by Aaron, K6HLC and seconded by Jan, KB2LRX. 

Recorded Attendance, October 10, 2025 (24 in person, 3 remotely)

 
Sean-KB2KBK 

Bob-KO4ZIK 

Richard-KW4UJ 

Sandy-KQ4DNE 

Jan-KB2LRX 

Ian-N8IK 

Ted E-W9TCE 

Jay-KV3W 

Rick-N4ASX 

Stex-K4IEW 

Don-KI4D 

Gary S-KC5QCN 

Aaron-K6HLC 

Ed-KQ4YGT 

Skip-KO2THF 

John M-KE4JEM 

Larry-KQ4SBC 

Austin-KQ4ZCO 

Joe K-KD2HZG 

Ryan-KO4EBY 

Jack P-W4JJ 

Andrew-KI4THF 

Michael-KN4HNT 

Erik O-no call sign 

Ted R-N4JOG 

Björn-KC3AOO 

Louie-KO4QVB 
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Club Leadership 
 

Elected Officers for 2025 *  

Sean Gallagher, K4KBK—President  

Bob Crumley, KO4ZIK 

—Vice President 

Jack York, KE7VOU—Secretary  

Richard Morani, KW4UJ—Treasurer 

Elected Board of Directors, At Large*  

Sandy Kenyon, KQ4DNE 

Joseph A. Porcelli, KT3I 

Björn Jernuld—KC3AOO 

* Voting members of the leadership group 

are the elected officers and elected 

directors. 

 

 

Committee Chairmen 

Jan Maas, KB2LRX—Public Information 

Officer (PIO) 

 

Gary Sessums, KC5QCN—Club Metro 

Area Liaison

  

Club Leadership Group members may be contacted using the following email addresses: 

 <mailto:president@w4hfh.org> president@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:vice-president@w4hfh.org> vice-president@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:treasurer@w4hfh.org> treasurer@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:secretary@w4hfh.org> secretary@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:board@w4hfh.org> board@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:directors@w4hfh.org> directors@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:leadership@w4hfh.org> leadership@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:pio@w4hfh.org> pio@w4hfh.org 
ARC-SHORTS compiled by Jan A. Maas (KB2LRX) – ARC Public Information Officer 


