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President’s Corner 
Sean (K4KBK) 

appy Halloween!  Hope you all are finding some satisfactory locations 

to celebrate this year’s Octoberfest activities!  Since last month, the 

Club participated in the bi-monthly Citizens Corps Council (CCC), an 

organization responsible to the City Council for reviewing risks from natural 

disasters, environmental catastrophes or any other events that threaten the 

citizen’s health, safety or property.  CCC is also responsible for managing 

H 

Sandy-KQ4DNE discussed ham 

radio with a family at the City’s 

Tons of Trucks event, Sept. 10. 

(Story below.) 



preparedness through volunteer engagement.  Some of the other groups that 

make up the CCC include Community Emergency Response Team (CERT), the 

Medical Reserve Corps (MRC), the American Red Cross, the Federation of 

Civic Associations and Volunteer Alexandria.  Volunteer Alexandria is the City 

organization responsible for volunteer recruiting and management in the City.  

The Club’s role in the CCC is to help develop, educate and support radio 

communications between the various volunteer groups and the Office of 

Emergency Management (OEM) using multiple radio systems that include 

Family Radio Service (FRS), General Mobile Radio System (GMRS) and 

Amateur Radio. 

The Club also participated with the OEM team in the City’s Tons of Trucks 

event at Chinquapin Park.  The City cleaned up and brought out every piece of 

large, heavy duty or special equipment they had and put it on display for the 

visitors.  The kids got quite a kick out of running lights and sirens.  We set up 

the trailer right in the middle of athletic field adjacent to all the groups 

mentioned in the previous paragraph and were visited by more than 300 

attendees who had lots of inquiries, comments and stories of their own related to 

amateur radio.  Several visitors expressed an interest in becoming active ham 

radio operators or reactivating old licenses, which is part of what we were trying 

to accomplish.  Tons of Trucks is the City’s largest single event with attendance 

projections for next year exceeding 10,000 visitors.  Participation in this event 

provides a tremendous opportunity to promote amateur radio and recruit our next 

generation of amateur radio operators.  

Many of us in the Club are getting ready to support the Marine Corps 

Marathon on the 26th of October.  While we have achieved critical mass with 

respect to numbers of operators required to support the event, there are still open 

positions, so come on out.  Always great to be part of something bigger than 

yourself.  If you are feeling doubtful or overwhelmed by the scale of this, see if 

you can team up with a club buddy who is already going so you can tag along.  

Next year, you can fly solo with ease! 

Don’t forget about the Special Nets coming up.  Dust off those 6M & 10M 

setups and crank up the airways.  Our Net Control Coordinator, Bryan 

Pettigrew (WD4ADF), will be acting as net control for both nets but he needs 

some participants to mix it up with.  Let’s see if your equipment will pass 

muster.  6M net is set for 11 October at 0930 with the following details: One 

round of check-ins and comments on the 6m repeater 52.130/53.130 PL 107.2.  

The 10M net is set for 25 October at 1000 with the following details: The 

primary frequency will be at 28.350 MHz and the alternate frequency will be at 

28.450 MHz. 



This month, we will vote to move the Club to a tax free / donor friendly IRS 

status which will allow us to receive donations and in-kind services from 

personal and corporate donors, donations that are eligible for the donors to 

subtract from their federal tax burdens.  This topic was briefed in detail in 

August and in September to the membership and discussed again this week at a 

Board meeting.  The Officers and the Board unanimously support the transition 

to become a tax free / donor friendly organization.   

Coming up next month are the annual elections.  We have four positions open 

for your consideration: President, Vice-President, Secretary and Director.  

Participating in and improving the Club and its processes is a very rewarding 

effort and you won’t be disappointed you stepped up.  I would be glad to answer 

any questions you have regarding these positions and what is generally required 

to fulfill them.  Send your self-nominations or nominations for another member 

to our Nominations Committee team, Gary Sessums (gary@sessums.org) and 

Sandy Kenyon (askenyon4@gmail.com) and they will get the process started.   

Final announcement for this month is that we have secured a location for the 

Christmas party.  The party is scheduled for Friday night 12 December at 

Aldo’s Italian Kitchen, 2850 Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria.  We will have a 

private dining room that will seat 30 and the owner will make up a special menu 

for us with appetizers, main courses of meat, chicken or fish and a couple of 

special desserts.  The restaurant is owned by a sole proprietor, Emanuele 

Cognetti, and he is the real deal, recently from northern Italy and a very 

accommodating guy.  As his restaurant normally closes at 8 PM, I asked if this 

would be a problem given that historically we run 6-10 PM.   He looked me 

square in the eye and grinned and delivered the response “You’re already here, 

aren’t you?”  So we’re all set to have a great event. 

All for now.  See you on the 10th. 

 

73, Sean, K4KBK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexandria Radio Club Date Book 
Coming Events 

Saturday, October 18, 0800-1600: Jamboree on the 

Air (JOTA), Columbia Island Marina 

Sunday, October 26: Marine Corps Marathon 

mailto:gary@sessums.org
mailto:askenyon4@gmail.com


Member News 
 

ARC Presents Ham Radio to Public 

at Tons of Trucks 
 

Members of the Alexandria Radio 

Club took part in the City’s Tons of 

Trucks event on Sept. 20 at 

Chinquapin Park.  

ARC members described the art and 

science of ham radio to hundreds of 

visitors who stopped by. Many people 

inquired about licensing requirements, 

the cost of radios, and other basic 

questions—all of which we were 

delighted to 

answer. 

Tons of 

Trucks 

features City vehicles such as fire trucks and school 

buses, as well as displays by civic groups. 

The event exceeded the projected attendance of 5,000 

by more than 2,000 people.  Next year is its tenth 

anniversary and the City is aiming to attract 10,000 

attendees. ARC already plans to be there. 

Our Club trailer was parked with the Alexandria 

Office of Emergency Management and with other 

volunteer support groups, including the American Red 

Cross, Volunteer Alexandria, the Medical Reserve Corps (VA Dept of Health) 

and the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT).  These groups are also 

represented in the Citizen Corps Council, the city’s risk identification and 

volunteer management board.  ARC has been a participant in this board since 

2021. 

 

 

From left: Sandy-KQ4DNE, Skip-KO2THF, Ian-

N8IK, Sean-K4KBK, Gary-KC5QCN, Stex-

K4IEW, Jan-KB2LRX. 

Ed-KQ4YGT met folks 

at rear of trailer. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE USE OUR REPEATERS 

 

Club Repeaters: 147.315+ (PL 107.2), 444.6+ (PL107.2), 224.82– 

(PL107.2), 53.130– (PL107.2) 927.600 (–25Mhz, PL107.2), and 

1282.600– (PL 107.2), DSTAR 145.380Mhz, 442.060+, and 1284.600–; 

DMR 442.4125 +5Mhz Color Code 1. 

Members of the Alexandria Radio Club joined City leaders and 

representatives of the Citizens Corps Council to proclaim National 

Preparedness Month. (left) Ian Keith, N8IK, (3d left) Sean 

Gallagher, K4KBK, (center right) Sandy Kenyon, KQ4DNE, and 

(rear right) Skip Dronan, KO2THF.  



Activities and Events  
 

Contests/QSO Parties:  

• Oct. 11-12, Nevada QSO Party. https://nvqso.com/ 

• Oct. 11-12, Arizona QSO Party. https://azqp.org 

• Oct. 11-12, Pennsylvania QSO Party. https://paqso.org 

• Oct. 11-12, South Dakota QSO Party. https://www.sdqsoparty.com 

• Oct. 18-19, New York QSO Party. https://www.nyqp.org 

• Oct. 19-20, Illinois QSO Party. https://www.w9awe.org/ilqp 
(Selected from ARRL Contests Calendar http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar) 

 

Special Events:  

• Oct. 10-12, 86 Years of US Coast Guard Auxiliary, N2S. Cape May, NJ, 
US Coast Guard Auxiliary. 14.310 7.250 18.200 VHF. Certificate. Mike 
Slepian WB2LKO, 12 Continental Lane, Marlton, NJ 08053. 

• Oct. 10-14, 1300Z-0400Z, Continental Navy Birthday, WM3PEN. 
Philadelphia, PA, Holmesburg Amateur Radio Club. https://www. 

https://wm3pen.org/ 

• Oct. 18, 1500Z-2000Z, 244th Anniversary of British Surrender at 
Yorktown, K4RC. Williamsburg, VA, Williamsburg Area ARC. 7.265 
14.265. Certificate. QSL Manager, WAARC, P.O. Box 1470, Williamsburg, 
VA 23187. https://www.k4rc.net/events/special-event-stations/ 

• Nov. 11, 1500Z-2000Z, Veteran’s Day from the National D-Day 
Memorial in Bedford, VA, W2B. Christiansburg, VA. New River Valley 
Amateur Radio Club. https://www.n4nrv.org/ special-event-d-day/ 

(Selected from ARRL Special Events Calendar https://www.arrl.org/special-

event-stations) 
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Next Meeting 
 

Friday, October 10, 1900 hours, at the Community Room at the Alexandria 

Police Headquarters Building, 3600 Wheeler Avenue.  

Last Meeting 

 
Date:  September 12, 2025 

Time:  1900 hours 

Location: Community Room at the Alexandria Police Headquarters 

Building, 3600 Wheeler Avenue 

 
1. For the September 12th meeting of the Alexandria Amateur Radio Club, 20 people 

were in attendance with 16 participating in the in-person meeting and 4 people in the 

online Zoom meeting.  

 

2. Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, mentioned club members’ participation in the International 

Light House and Light Station event on August 16th and 17th at the Jones Point Light 

House in Alexandria, VA. 

 

3. Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, discussed an inquiry on the cost of renting space and 

provision of food and beverages, $2,000, at a local restaurant for the club’s holiday 

celebration meeting in December.  Erik Misavage, KI4BXU, mentioned an alternative 

location in Arlington, VA.  A list of possible locations is being made and will be sent 

to members at a later date. 

 

4. Robert Crumley, KO4ZIK, reported that the lack of recent board meetings is the result 

of work-related travel.  For membership, people with expired memberships have been 

contacted with requests to pay dues and renew their memberships. 

 

5. Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, mentioned the formation of the nominating committee to 

begin the selection of the slate of candidates for the club office elections to be held 

during the November meeting. 

 

6. Jack York, KE7VOU, asked meeting participants for questions regarding the August 

meeting minutes.  No questions were asked. 

 

7. Richard Morani, KW4UJ, discussed the treasurer’s report.  

 

8. Jan Maas, KB2LRX, discussed the club’s participation in the upcoming Tons of 

Trucks event at Chinquapin Park at 3210 King Street in Alexandria on September 20th 

with a demonstration of an operating amateur radio station.   

 

9. Jason Palma, WA6MPR, changed the club’s Facebook page from private to public. 

 

10. Ian Keith, N8IK, reported that all club repeaters are operational.  For the Wednesday 

evening D-STAR net, the reflector 97C is used instead of the non-operational 62B.  



The 62B administrator cannot be located.  In comparison to the Thursday evening 2M 

analog FM net, the Wednesday evening D-STAR net has comparatively low 

participation levels. 

 

11. Stefano Fonda, K4IEW, discussed his developing plan for club emergency 

communications exercise plan that will include simplex and local area fixed and 

mobile repeater operations.  A local area map of repeaters is being made. 

 

12. Richard Morani, KW4UJ, mentioned that only one person has registered to participate 

in the club’s October license class that starts on the 7th. 

 

13. Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, mentioned the plan to do maintenance on the trailer during 

the fall of this year. 

 

14. Richard Morani, KW4UJ, discussed the removal of dead links on the website and the 

posting of ARC-SHORTS. 

 

15. Bryan Pettigrew, WD4ADF, discussed the upcoming 70 cm analog FM radio net on 

September 13th starting at 9:30am.  Future special nets are planned for the months of 

October, November and December including the HF bands of 6M and 10M.  A net 

control operator (NCO) class was held during August that included a live practice 

session on a club repeater.  Another NCO class is planned for the final months of 

2025. 

 

16. Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, and Ian Keith, N8IK, reported that all club forms and data 

have been submitted to the ARRL for Field Day 2025. 

 

17. Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, reported in old business that Skip Dronen, KO2THF, 

finished the club’s physical inventory list and created an estimate of $35,000 total for 

the current inventory value and $75,000 total for inventory replacement cost. 

 

18. Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, distributed a draft of the club’s articles of incorporation with 

the state of Virginia with changes to allow the club to apply for 501.c.3 tax exempt 

status with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). 

 

19. Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, reported the primary benefits of 501.c.3 tax exempt status 

include the donation of in-kind services to the club such as real estate space for club 

meetings, activities, repeaters and equipment storage, acquiring enterprise level cloud 

computing services such as Microsoft Teams and Google Workspace for free, tax 

deductible donations to the club and a reduced tax burden for both the club and the 

donors. 

 

20. Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, stated that the total estimated cost of 501.c.3 application is 

$1,300 that includes the IRS application and the change in the state of Virginia articles 

of incorporation with an estimated time length of completion of three (3) to four (4) 

months and requires 3 years of club financial records to file the application. 

 

21. Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, mentioned that Marine Corps Marathon in October is still 

recruiting amateur radio operator volunteers to provide communications services. 

 



22. Don Lewis, K4ID, stated that the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) and Pentagon 

Amateur Radio Club will operate a Jamboree on the Air (JOTA) local area event in 

October and they are requesting ham radio operator volunteers to join them at 

Columbia Island Marina on the 18th of October.  

 

23. Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, stated that the plan is to have a vote on the 501.c.3 

application during the October meeting.  Richard Morani, KW4UJ, discussed the need 

to inform all current club members in advance of the October meeting vote so that the 

members can make plans to cast their vote for the application. Ian Keith, N8IK, stated 

that email messages are not a good method of informing members of the upcoming 

vote because of the risk of increased spamming. 

 

24. Erik Misavage, KI4BXU, inquired on the number of members required to pass a 

change in the articles of incorporation.  According to the by-laws, a two thirds 

majority vote of members in good standing is required to approve a change in the by-

laws.  Meeting participants raised the following questions. Does this two-thirds 

majority vote required for change in the by-laws apply to changes in the articles of 

incorporation?  Or do the articles of incorporation require a clause that describes the 

procedures required for a change in the articles of incorporation? 

 

25. Ian Keith, N8IK, mentioned that state of Virginia statues require a two-thirds majority 

vote of approval of members in good standing for changes in articles of incorporation. 

 

26. Bryan Pettigrew, WD4ADF, stated that any amount of charitable contributions or 

charitable sales in the club are taxable under the current tax status as a social club.  

 

27. Don Lewis, KI4D, made a motion to move the club to a tax-free status without 

additional details.  The vote was seconded but failed with only 5 of 19 members 

present voting in favor.  

 

28. Richard Morani, KW4UJ, will investigate the requirements for changes in the club’s 

by-laws and articles of incorporation. 

 

29. Robert Crumley, KO4ZIK, discussed informing members of the upcoming 501.c.3 

vote with US Postal Service certified mail with return receipt despite the monetary and 

time cost.  In addition, proxy voting may also be used to encourage greater 

participation in the upcoming vote.  Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, mentioned that many 

club members have their residence outside of the metropolitan DC area at large 

distances and they, most likely, will not be able to attend an in-person meeting for the 

approval vote. 

 

30. Bryan Pettigrew, WD4ADF, recommended online website for the upcoming 501.c.3 

approval vote. 

 

31. Jack York, KE7VOU, mentioned that sending an e-mail message announcing the 

upcoming tax-exempt status vote to all listed club members including members that 

are not current with dues payments can encourage more people to join and renew their 

membership. 

 

32. Richard Morani, KW4UJ, mentioned that email messages with a numbered ballot are 

rapid, direct and low cost means of informing members of the upcoming vote. 



 

33. Richard Morani, KW4UJ, proposed a board meeting on September 22nd to further 

discuss the proposal to change the club’s tax-exempt status to 501.c.3. 

 

34. Robert Crumley, KO4ZIK, mentioned that he has made 950 QSO’s during POTA 

events this year. 

 

35. Stefano Fonda, K4IEW, mentioned an emergency communications event on 

September 27th in Laurel, MD.  Because of weather, the event was postponed to 

October 11th.  Stefano also recently finished the FEMA ICS300 course. 

 

36. Ian Keith, N8IK, reported the start of an ARRL VHF contest on Saturday, September 

13th, at 2pm. 

 

37. Richard Morani, KW4UJ, mentioned that DMR Virginia has changed their code plug. 

 

38. Sean Gallagher, K4KBK, reported that a hat and shirt club merchandise order from 

Louis Mingo’s, KO4QVB, link creates an invoice in Google Docs. 

 

39. Upcoming events include: 

a) Special club radio net on the analog FM 70cm repeater starting at 9:30am on 

Saturday, September 13th. 

b) Tons of Trucks City of Alexandria event to be held in Chinquapin Park at 3210 

King Street on September 20th. 

c) Wednesday evening D-Star net on 145.380 Mhz, the 2 meter W4HFH “C” 

node, at 8pm. 

d) Thursday evening net on the 146.315 Mhz analog FM repeater at 8pm. 

e) Meteor scatter contest on December 12th and 13th. 

f) ARRL VHF Contest begins at 2pm on September 13th. 

g) Winlink Wednesdays include the activities of weather training on the first 

Wednesday and weather observation on the third Wednesday. 

h) Hamfest in West Friendship, Maryland on October 5th.  Visit the website link: 

https://www.columbiaara.org/caraFest. 

i) Emergency communications event in Laurel, MD on October 11th.  Please visit 

the link: https://ham.community/emcomm-2025/. 

j)   

Marine Corps Marathon in Washington, DC on October 26th.  Please visit the link: 

https://www.marinemarathon.com/event/marine-corps-marathon/50th-marine-corps-

marathon-updates/ 

 

Please refer all comments and questions on this report to: 

Jack York 

Secretary, Alexandria Radio Club 

x3unix1@cox.net 
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Recorded Attendance, September 12, 2025 (16 in person, 4 remotely)

 
Sean-KB2KBK 

Bob-KO4ZIK 

Jack Y-KE7VOU 

Richard-KW4UJ 

Jan-KB2LRX 

Ian-N8IK 

Ted E-W9TCE 

Stex-K4IEW 

Erik-KI4BXU- 

Mike-KQ4WOI 

Don-KI4D 

Bryan-WD4ADF 

Aaron-K6HLC 

Ed-KQ4YGT 

Björn-KC3AOO 

Scott-W6GOU 

Gary N-KC7TNU 

Pete-N2KFA 

Ted R-N4JOG 

Austin-KQ4ZCO 

 

 
Alexandria Radio Club mailing list 

Home: http://mailman.qth.net/mailman/listinfo/alexandriaradioclub 

Help: http://mailman.qth.net/mmfaq.htm 

Post: mailto: AlexandriaRadioClub@mailman.qth.net 

This list hosted by: http://www.qsl.net. Please help support this email list: 

http://www.qsl.net/donate.html 

Club Leadership 
 

Elected Officers for 2025 *  

Sean Gallagher, K4KBK—President  

Bob Crumley, KO4ZIK 

—Vice President 

Jack York, KE7VOU—Secretary  

Richard Morani, KW4UJ—Treasurer 

Elected Board of Directors, At Large*  

Sandy Kenyon, KQ4DNE 

Joseph A. Porcelli, KT3I 

Björn Jernuld—KC3AOO 

 

 

* Voting members of the leadership group are the elected officers and elected directors. 

 

 

Committee Chairmen 

Jan Maas, KB2LRX—Public Information 

Officer (PIO) 

 

Gary Sessums, KC5QCN—Club Metro 

Area Liaison

  

Club Leadership Group members may be contacted using the following email addresses: 

 <mailto:president@w4hfh.org> president@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:vice-president@w4hfh.org> vice-president@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:treasurer@w4hfh.org> treasurer@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:secretary@w4hfh.org> secretary@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:board@w4hfh.org> board@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:directors@w4hfh.org> directors@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:leadership@w4hfh.org> leadership@w4hfh.org 

 <mailto:pio@w4hfh.org> pio@w4hfh.org 
ARC-SHORTS compiled by Jan A. Maas (KB2LRX) – ARC Public Information Officer 
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